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NGO and a network with 100 members 
Founded in 2002

Promotes dialogue and openness 
between the public and researchers

Science

MEETING

Public



What does VA do?

National knowledge hub for public engagement, 

science communication and citizen science

Studies and surveys to develop new knowledge 

on attitudes to science, science communication 

Activities to try out new formats for public 

engagement and dialogue

Policy advice and advocacy work on national

and EU level



International collaborations

Å Partner in 8 Horizon 2020 projects

Å Collaborates with 97 organisations in

24 countries

Å National hub coordinator in RRI Tools EU-project 

(2014-2016) 

Å National coordinator European Researcherôs 

Night in Sweden

Å Hub manager, Falling Walls Engage Hub Sweden

Å Chair EUSEA ïEuropean Science Engagement 

Association

Å Member of national reference group on Horizon 

Europe

.
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Dissemination

SCIENCE COMMUNICATION & 

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

Public engagement



Wellcome Trust 

Onion



What is public engagement?

έtǳōƭƛŎ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƳȅǊƛŀŘ ƻŦ ǿŀȅǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 
benefits of higher education and research can be shared with the public. 
Engagement is by definition a two-way process, involving interaction and 
listening, with the goal of generating mutual benefitΦέ  

National Co-ordinating Centre for Public Engagement, NCCPE, UK



Benefits of Public Engagement

ÅHelp researchers and universities respond to social 
needs locally, nationally and globally.

ÅBetter align research and innovation results with 
the expectations of society. 

ÅSpur public interest in science.
Å Improve the efficiency of projects; better targeted, 

help to focus on most relevant questions.
ÅHelp to build trust and mutual understanding.
ÅGain of new knowledge andcompetences.
ÅBuild new collaborations andpartnerships.

Public engagement can create opportunities for citizens, organisations and 
local communities to discuss, co-createand participatein research. 



Do your homework

Syfte

Utvärdering
Utvärdering

Purpose

PeopleProcess

Evaluation



How to do public engagement?

Å What is the purposeof your engagement 
activity?

Å Who are the people you would like to 
involve? Who needs to be involved? Who 
would be concerned/ interested? 

Å How to involve and engage with them? What 
processes,methods, activities, formats or 
locations are most useful? When to involve 
them?

Å Is everyone included?Under-represented 
groups (gender, social economic status, age 
etc.)



Who do you need to listen to and engage with?

Business

General 

public

Policy

Local/Regional 

community

Civil society/

NGO

Media

Universities

Schools
ÅWhich are the target 

groups, the people/publics
you want to reach? 

ÅWhat would be the 
purposeand the mutual 
benefit?

ÅWhat impactwould you
like to obtain?



Some examples of communication & public engagement

Co-creation activities Arts & Culture Citizen Science Community 
engagement

Public dialogues & 
focus groups

Fairs & Festivals Science cafés & 
Science shops

Prizes & competitions

Gaming

Magazines, films, 
& social media



Some inspiring examples from 
EU-ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΧΦΦ



PUBLIC DIALOGUES ςORION Open Science

Engaging with multiple stakeholders in co-creation 
experiments to explore different ways to make 
scientific research more participatory is at heart of the 
ORION project. National stakeholder workshops on 
Open Science has been conducted in the ORION 
partner countries. The aim with the workshop was to 
put forward recommendations for the national 
priorities on Open Science.

The aim of the ORION public dialogues on was to 
discuss the risks and opportunities of disruptive 
technologies and identify any concerns the public 
might have on genome editing and CRISPR. The 
outcome of the discussions will advise how the 
ORIONpartner institutions could use open public 
consultations in the research process, in the design of 
calls for funding and in the policy advisory process.

orion-openscience.eu



ARTS - AEON Trajectories of Longevity and CRISPR

Genome editing tools, such as CRISPR, has had a 
revolutionary impact on the life sciences and 
are contributing to new cancer therapies and 
may make the dream of curing inherited 
diseases come true.

As an Artist in Residence in the labs at the Max 
Delbrück Centerfor Molecular Medicine in 
Berlin, the artist Emilia Tikka explored how this 
could affect society in the future.The residency 
resulted in the photo exhibitionςAEON 
Trajectories of Longevity and CRISPR. Would you 
like to live forever? The residency was made 
possible by STATE Studio Berlin and the ORION 
Open Science EU-project.

orion-openscience.eu



GAMING - ORION Open Science project Genigma

The GenigmaCitizen Science project, managed by 
CNAG ςCRG, Centre for Genomic Regulation in 
Barcelona, has developed a game app to discover the 
genomic alterations in cancer cells. The game app has 
been developed in close collaboration with citizens, 
gamers and researchers. 

By playing the Genigmagame, citizens will provide key 
contributions in revealing 3D genomic structures in 
healthy and cancer human cells, helping to build a 
large dataset for the benefit of science and society as a 
whole. The Genigma  game is a Citizen Science project 
financed by the ORION Open Science EU-project.

Become a Genome explorer!

genigma.app
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FAIRS & FESTIVALS - BLOOM  Welcome to the forest!
BLOOM ςBoosting Bioeoconomywas an EU-funded Horizon 2020 
project that aimed to raise public awareness and interest in the 
bioeconomy. Through dialogue and co-creation activities, the project 
developed and strengthened regional networks in order to foster 
greater understanding about the potential of the bioeconomy. 

In June 2019, VA created an exhibition stand about the forest as a 
resource at the Järvaveckanfestival in the west suburbs of Stockholm. 
At the stand researchers, teachers, project managers, engaged with 
ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƛƴ Ϧ{ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŜǎǇǊŜǎǎƻǎέΣ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭ ƎŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ 
café.

The stand also showcased facts about forest and bioeconomy, 
sustainability and circular economy as well different perspectives as: 
Climate / environment, consumption, fashion, studies and jobs. 
Visitors were also able to feel and test materials and products made of 
forest-based material. All information was based on scientific facts. 

Bloom-bioeconomy.eu#Forest4Future



forskargrandprix.se/researchers-grand-prix/

COMPETITIONS ςwŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎΩ DǊŀƴŘ tǊƛȄ

wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎΩ DǊŀƴŘ tǊƛȄ ƛǎ ŀ {ǿŜŘƛǎƘ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
running annually since 2012. We challenge researchers to 
present their research in the most captivating, inspiring and 
educational way possible ςin just four minutes! The audience 
and expert judges jointly decide on the winner. Regional 
ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ Ǌǳƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎΩ 
Night in September and the winners compete in the final in 
Stockholm in November.

There are many situations in life where it is useful for researchers 
to know how to describe their research in a simple, concise and 
engaging way. Researchers participating in the contest are given 
training in rhetoric and stage performance (both in groups and 
individually), which has been much appreciated by the 
participants. The event also serves as an inspiration and 
introduction to science for students attending the regional 
contests and the final event.

KeivanJavanshiri, winnerofwŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎΩ DǊŀƴŘ tǊƛȄ нлмф



PRIZES ςRRI Health Awards - National prize
Embedding institutional change is a challenging process that 
requires the buy-in from diverse groups of stakeholders. The 
ORION Open Science partnerInstituto de SaludCarlos III, ISCIII in 
Spain had the ambitious goal of embeddingResponsible Research 
and Innovation, RRI, right at the heart of the institution so that it 
would filter through into all of their research practices and projects  
and created an RRI accreditationguide

ISCIII also hosted the nationwideRRI HealthAwardswhere 
members of all the Spanish research institutions could submit their 
entries to show how they were implementing RRI in their research. 
Participants were asked to submit video entries and the winner 
received funding to continue their work on RRI. The competition 
received entries from all around Spain and the videos provided the 
perfect vehicle to communicate about RRI. 

orion-openscience.eu/publications/ inspiring-stories



CITIZEN SCIENCE - The Ladybird & Star-spotting projects

In the Star-Spotting Experiment, schools, associations 
and members of the public were invited to help 
researchers map the light pollution we experience in 
our everyday lives by counting the stars they could see 
through a paper tube. Around 14,000 pupils in 232 
schools across Sweden plus pupils in Ireland, UK and 
Spain participated in the project.

Biodiversity is under threat. Can an app that recognises 
different species of ladybirds help provide a solution? 
During 2018 pupils and members of the public from 
across Sweden have been involved involved in real 
research by taking photos of ladybirds across Sweden. 
The photos have been used to train an AI at the 
Swedish Museum of Natural History.

forskarfredag.se/researchers-night/mass-experiments



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT ςYouCount

YouCountis about developing new ways to increase social inclusion of 
young people. In YouCount, young people and researchers are working 
together to explore and find solutions to problems preventing the 
younger generation from being included in society. The collaborative 
approach of the project is calledCitizen Social Science(CSS).

The Swedish case study is a collaboration between BotkyrkaYouth 
Council, SödertörnUniversity and VA (Public & Science), where 
researchers and young people will investigate how more young people 
can get involved in the youth council. The goal is to co-create solutions to 
navigate past identified obstacles, and to see whether these solutions 
could be applicable in a broader national and international context.The 
project runs from February 2021 until December 2023.

v-a.se/english-portal/projects/youcount/



10 tips for successful communication & 

engagement

1. Define a clear objective with your communication or engagement.

2. Involve all relevant stakeholders from the beginning. Identify 

opportunities and find mutual benefit of the engagement.

3. Be trustworthy; check and use facts  - involve experts.

4. Set aside enough time and resources. 

5. Choose the right language.

6. Use appropriate methods & communication channels.

7. Find suitable venues (and timing) for meetings and events.

8. Engagement is also about listening and dialogue.

9. Inform and share your outputs with all stakeholders.

10. Donôt forget to reflect and evaluate the impact of your activities.



Where to find information & inspiration

https:// scicommtoolbox.se

VA (Public & Science)
Science Communication 
Toolbox



Where to find information & inspiration

https:// rri-tools.eu

The RRI Tools Platform



Where to find information & inspiration

https:// www.publicengagement.ac.uk/do-engagement

National Co-ordinatingCentre for 
Public Engagement, UK



Networks & Communities

ÅECSITE ςEuropean network of Science Centers: 
www.ecsite.eu

ÅEUSEA - European Science Events Association: 
https://eusea.info

ÅCommunicatingEU research and innovation 
guidancefor projectparticipants: 
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h202
0/other/gm/h2020-guide-comm_en.pdf

ÅFalling Walls Engage - https://falling-
walls.com/engage/

ÅRRING Community - https://rring.eu/community/

http://www.ecsite.eu/
https://eusea.info/
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/gm/h2020-guide-comm_en.pdf
https://falling-walls.com/engage/
https://rring.eu/community/


Maria Hagardt
maria.hagardt@v-a.se

Findout moreat www.v-a.seand follow uson:
Twitter, Facebook and Instagram: @vetenskapoallm

Science accessible for all!



ConductingCitizen Science 
ςbest practiceexamples

Lotta Waesterberg Tomasson, 

Vetenskap & Allmänhet ïVA (Public & Science)



What do you associatewith
Citizen Science?



Haveyou anypreviousexperiencewith
Citizen Science- projects?
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What is Citizen Science?



Public engagement

Dissemination

Citizen Science



ά/ƛǘƛȊŜƴ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ activelyinvolve citizens in scientific endeavour 
that generatesnew knowledge or understandingώΧϐέ 

ECSA: 10 principles of Citizen Science, 2016

Citizen Science definitions



Citizen science three components: 

ςA research method

ςA public engagement for gaining trust in science & decision making

ςCivic mobilization activity

Definition by: Dick Kasperowski, University of Gothenburg (Kullenberg & Kasperowski, 2016)



CITIZEN 

SCIENCE =

co-creation 

with the 

public during 

the research 

process









www.zooniverse.org

www.scistarter.com

www.eu-citizen.science

http://www.zooniverse.org/
http://www.scistarter.com/


What is Citizen Science?


