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Objective for today 

 

-A quick look backwards 

 

-Lessons learned and good practices 

 

-Horizon Europe – WP novelties 

 



Analytical view summed-up 

 

- EU-13 countries participate in FPs since 1998 (and before) 

- Yes, differencies in participation patterns exist, but more 

nuanced than EU 13 versus EU 15 

- No single indicator can adequately provide a complete picture 

of FP participation (including on low-performers)  

- Underperformance of certain countries is a complex issue; no 

one particular reason for it can be singled-out 

- For a complex issue multitude of measures / instruments / 

ways of tackling it are available both on national and 

European level 

 



EU-13 in FP7 / H2020 - 11 ‘why’ hypotheses 

Tentatively and clearly confirmed: 

• 2: EU-13 organisations are less active in the FP than EU-15 organisations  

• 3: The quality of proposals involving participants from the EU-13 is lower than that of 

proposals not involving participants from the EU-13 (+) 

• 4: Prospective participants from the EU-13 are not good enough relative to the EU-

15.  

• 5: Prospective participants from the EU-13 have weaker connections to the 

collaboration network in FPs than participants from the EU-15 who have more 

connections and are more central to the network  

• 6: There is a cognitive distance between the scientific and technological portfolio of 

prospective participants from the EU-13 and the portfolio of the more successful EU-

15 

• 7: Low rates of participation in the FPs are a reflection of the relative weakness of the 

research and innovation systems of the EU-13 compared with the EU-15  

• 10: The problem of FP participation is specific to certain instruments in FP7 and 

Horizon 2020  

STOA Study ‘Overcoming innovation gaps in the EU-13 Member States’ 

 http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2018/614537/EPRS_STU(2018)614537_EN.pdf 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2018/614537/EPRS_STU(2018)614537_EN.pdf


Horizon 2020,  

Spreading excellence and widening participation 

• Disparities in research and innovation performance: barrier to competitiveness, 

growth and jobs across Europe 

• Some countries experience low participation in the EU Framework Programmes 

because of: 

 insufficient national R&D investments 

 lack of synergies between national research systems and the EU research 

landscape 

 system learning effects 

 reduced access to international networks  

 problems with information, communication and training  

Background 



Widening actions 

HORIZON EUROPE 

-   Support activities 

- Encouraging reforms, changes 

- Building the necessary R&I capacity 

- Expand  transnational collaboration scale 

- Making R&I systems stronger  



- Facilitated scientist-to-scientist meetings  
- Industry - research collaboration model 
- Project specific trans-disciplinary research orientation 
- Advanced partner offering two doctoral candidate positions 
- new PhD study programs at universities in widening 
countries 
- Increased visibility and authority of the coordinating 
institution 
- Achievements in the field of research 
- Initiation of an affiliation model with researchers from the 
‘’advanced’’ partners 
- Institutional reforms (various magnitude) 
- Increased KPIs 
- Improved knowledge transfer, …   

SOME OF BEST PRACTICES FROM H2020 



Part 

Widening Participation & Strengthening the 

European Research Area (ERA): 

 
Widening Participation and Spreading 

Excellence 

● Teaming, Twinning, ERA Chairs, 

● European Cooperation in Science and 

Technology (COST) 

● Boosting National Contact Points‘ (NCPs) 

activities, pre-proposal checks and advice 

● Brain circulation 

● Excellence initiatives:  

● Possibility for entities from widening 

countries to join already selected 

collaborative R&I actions 

● Recognition of participation 

● Matchmaking services   

Reforming and enhancing the EU R&I system 

● Strengthening the evidence base for R&I 

policy 

● Foresight 

● Support for policy makers to the ERA 

development 

● Support to national R&I policy reform, 

including Policy Support Facility 

● Attractive researcher careers and links with 

higher education 

● Open science, citizen science and science 

communication 

● Gender equality 

● Ethics and integrity 

● Support to international cooperation 

● Scientific input to other policies 

● Support to the Programme implementation 

● Support for National Contact Points 

● Support to dissemination & exploitation 

 €2.96 billion 
 €0.44 billion 



ERA actions in HE: Reforming and enhancing 

the European Research & Innovation system 

 
2. Improving access to 

excellence 

• Networking & training for 

research managers 

3. Translating R&I results into economic value 

• Standardisation booster, Innowide Bridging, IP 

mgmt 

• ERA Hubs, future resilience 

• Innovation scoreboard, industrial technology 

roadmaps 

 

1. Prioritising investments & 

reforms 

• Policy Support Facility, ERA Nets, 

ERA Scoreboard, academic 

freedom 

• Support SI presidency 

4. Deepening the ERA 

• Open Science 

• Acceleration services for 

HEI 

• Strengthening R&I 

talents/careers 

• Citizen Science  

• Science education  

• Gender 

• Ethics and integrity 



Novelties for Widening under Horizon Europe: 

• Full alignment with new ERA strategic priorities 

• Continuation of core widening instruments Teaming, Twinning and ERA 

Chairs with some improvements in response to lessons learnt 

• Research cost for CSA eligible under Teaming, Twinning and ERA Chairs 

• More emphasis on developing research management capacities 

• Full integration of COST under widening, 80% of actions must have 

significant widening dimension  

• Fixed list of eligible Member States to host the main beneficiary (EU13 + 

PT + EL) + Associated Countries  

• EU Outermost Regions fully eligible to host the co-ordinator 

• Full implementation of “Advancing Europe” package with a number of 

additional support schemes to boost participation of less research 

performing countries  

• More integrated policy approach and enhanced synergies with regional 

policy, transnational missions, regional smart specialisation strategies etc. 

 



Widening participation and strengthening the ERA WP 

  Destination #1: Improved access to excellence 

• Teaming 

• Twinning (incl. special call WBC) 

• Excellence Hubs 

• European Excellence Initiative for Higher Education Institutions 

• R&I Policy making in Western Balkans 

• Hop-on facility 

• (under other actions) COST 
 

        Destination #2: Attracting and mobilising the best talents  

• ERA Chairs 

• Fostering balanced brain circulation: ERA Fellowships 

• Fostering balanced brain circulation: ERA Talents 
 

 

 
  Destination #3: Reforming and enhancing the EU research and 

innovation system 2021-2024 



NEW: Excellence Hubs 

Target groups: 

• Placed based Innovation ecosystems based on the quadruple helix model 

(research institutions, firms, regional/local authorities, societal actors) 

Objective: 

• Develop innovation excellence in a regional context in widening countries 

• Strengthen linkages between science and business 

• Elaborate cross border strategic R&I agendas 

• Mobilise investments 

 

How:   
CSA grant (4 years) up to 5 million 

- consortium structure: at least two quadruple helix ecosystems from two different 

countries 

- No advanced partner, non-widening partners accepted as long as co-ordination 

and center of gravity (at least 70% of budget) remains in widening countries 

- Mandatory participation of established business partners 
 

 



NEW: Networks of HEIs  

Policy objective: amplifying reform of R&I ecosystems, through cross-border 

collaboration of higher education institutions, engaging in institutional changes 

 

Scale of operation: (new or existing) integrated networks of higher education 

institutions from widening and non-widening countries, developing common R&I 

strategies and sharing practices on specific areas of institutional change 

 

How: Coordination and Support Action (up to 3 years) of up to €2 million grant 

Target group: 

• Consortia of at least two higher education institutions from one or more Widening 

Country(ies) and at least two internationally-leading higher education institutions 

from two different Member States or Associated Countries (non-widening). 

• With partner organisations from surrounding ecosystems (business, public 

actors,…) 



Policy objective: activate and empower R&I community in 

widening countries to submit high quality and competitive 

proposals beyond the widening part, improve visibility and 

connectivity. 

 

Who: NCP network with long experience in capacity building for 

widening countries  

How: As a part of the ‘advancing Europe package’ fixed by the 

legislators the following services will be offered to applicants: 

• Proposal pre-check focusing on concept and implementation 

• Matchmaking and brokerage events 

• Training and coaching 

• Seminars, webinars and networking 

• Communication and visibility 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 NCP SERVICE PACKAGE FOR APPLICANTS 



 

Who:  

• Legal entities from low R&I performing Member States join already selected 

collaborative R&I actions, subject to the agreement of the respective 

consortium. 

 

How: 

• proposal must be submitted by the co-ordinator of a consortium funded under 

Pillar 2 of Horizon Europe with a valid grant agreement that does not have 

any participant from a country eligible to host the co-ordinator under the 

Widening component (Widening country).  

• Main selection criteria are excellence and added value of the new partner 

performing a relevant additional task in the project, 

• The accepted application will trigger a GA amendment with the service in 

charge of the related topic.  

 HOP ON FACILITY 
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Thank you! 
 

  
 
 

 

#HorizonEU 

http://ec.europa.eu/horizon-europe 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/horizon-europe
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