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CLUSTER 6 aims to protect biodiversity and natural resources by addressing environmental degradation
and promoting sustainable social and economic transitions in both urban and rural areas
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https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/cluster-6-food-bioeconomy-natural-resources-agriculture-and-environment_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021D0764
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From Intervention Areas to Work Programme Destinations

7 INTERVENTION AREAS
2021-2027 (7YRs)

Environmental Obseryation

Biodiversity
and Natural Resources

Agriculture, Forestry
and Rural Areas

Seas, Oceans and
Inland Waters

Food Systems

Bio-based Innovation Systems
in the EU Bioeconomy

Circular Systems
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STRATEGIC PLAN 2025-2027

(3vRrs)

Impact 1 Fasteririg mitigation ofand
mitigation of climate change

Impact 2 Putting biodiversity on a path to
recovery, protecting and restoring ecosystems
and thelr services

Impact 3 Achieving healthy solls and forests, dea
air, fresh & manne water, ensuring resilience and
transition to clean, competitive, creular and

sustainable bioeconom

Impact 5 Sustainably developing rural, urban
and coastal areas

Impact & Developing Innovative governance
models and tools enabling sustainability and
resilience

WORK PROGRAMME 2025 (1YR)

. * Destination 5: Land, oceans and water for climate action

* Destination 1: Biodiversity and ecosystem services

W .

* Destination 3: Circular economy and bioeconomy
* Destination 4: Clean environment and zero pollution

Lz

e« Destination 2: Fair, healthy and environmentally-friendly

food systems from primary production to consumption

* Destination 6: Resilient, inclusive, healthy and green
rural, coastal and urban communities

o

* Destination 7: Innovative governance, environmental
observations and digital solutions in support of the Green
Deal


https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-law-and-publications/publication-detail/-/publication/6abcc8e7-e685-11ee-8b2b-01aa75ed71a1
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2025/wp-9-food-bioeconomy-natural-resources-agriculture-and-environment_horizon-2025_en.pdf

Get to know the general Orientations & Impacts

IMPLEMENTING HORIZON EUROPE THROUGH THE STRATEGIC PLAN

STHATEGIC BLAM 2025

CLUSTER 6

Food, Bioeconomy, Natural
Resources, Agriculture
& Environment

27. Fostering mitigation
of and adaptation to
climate change in areas
and sectors covered by
Cluster 6

28. Putting biodiversity
on a path to recovery,
and protecting and
restoring ecosystems and
their services

29. Achieving healthy soils
and forests, as well
as clean air, fresh and
marine water, whilst
ensuring water resilience
and the transition to a
clean, competitive and
circular economy and
sustainable bioeconomy

30. Ensuring healthy food
and nutrition security
by making agriculture,
fisheries, aquaculture
and food systems
sustainable, resilient,
inclusive and within
planetary boundaries

31. Sustairably developing
rural, urban and
coastal areas

32. Developing innovative
governance models
and tools enabling
sustainability
and resilience


https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/strategic-plan_en

And the broad EU Policy Context
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Cluster 6: Food, Bioeconomy, Natural Resources, Agriculture and Environment
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https://horizoneuropencpportal.eu/store/horizon-europe-cluster-6-policy-database
https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/e6cd4328-673c-4e7a-8683-f63ffb2cf648_en?filename=Political%20Guidelines%202024-2029_EN.pdf
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CL6 Work Programme 2025: calls overview

Work Programme CL6: slight differences
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2025/wp-9-food-bioeconomy-natural-resources-agriculture-and-environment_horizon-2025_en.pdf
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Call 01 - single-stage: HORIZON-CL6-2025-01

Destination

1

Biodiversity
and
ecosystem
services

Destination
3

Circular
economy
and
bioeconomy
sectors

Destination
4

Clean
environment
and zero
pollution

v Number topics: 32
v' Budget: 445 M€
v' Deaodline: 17 September 2025

biodiversa+

Europecn Biodivee sity Portnership

Forests and Forestry for a
Sustainable Future


https://www.biodiversa.eu/
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Call 01 - two-stage: HORIZON-CL6-2025-01-two-stage

v Number topics: 4
v’ Budget: 48 M€
v Deadlines:
1st stage: 4 September 2025
Destination Destination Destination 2nd stage: 18 February 2026

1 3 4

Biodiversity Circular Clean
and economy environment
ecosystem and and zero
services bioeconomy pollution
sectors
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Call 02 - single-stage: HORIZON-CL6-2025-02

v Number topics: 26
v' Budget: 634,56 M€
v Deadline: 16 September 2025

Destination 2 Destination 5 Destination 6
Fair, healthy Land, ocean Resilient, @q
and and water for inclusive, ECOLOGY
environment- climate action healthy and > e
friendly food green rural,
systems from coastal and @ FutureFoodS

primary
production to

urban

communities
consumption

@ @WateraAl

ey g T


https://www.agroecologypartnership.eu/
https://www.eupahw.eu/
https://www.futurefoodspartnership.eu/
https://www.water4all-partnership.eu/

Call 02 - two-stage: HORIZON-CL6-2025-02-two-stage

v Number topics: 6
v’ Budget: 74 M€
v Deadlines:
1st stage: 4 September 2025

Destination 2 Destination 5 219 stage: 18 February 2026

Fair, healthy and Land, ocean and
environment-friendly water for climate
food systems from action
primary production to

consumption
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Call 03 - single-stage: HORIZON-CL6-2025-03

v Number topics: 14
v Budget: 129,4 M€
v Deadline: 24 September 2025

Destination 7

Innovative governance,
environmental observations and
digital solutions in

support of the Green Deal
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MAA | Multi-Actor Approach

Key topic information

[ Topic text |
[ Multi-Actor Approach definition p. 21-23 |
Eligibility criterion &
Integral part of the topic text

fPREMIERE

+50% CL6 topics in 2025 are MAA

MAA Q&A
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Definition & requirements: introduction to
the Work Programmes, e.g., Horizon Europe
Cluster 6 WP23-24 p. 21-23:

v 7 key requirements

v ‘practice abstracts' in areas reiated
to agriculture, forestry and rural areas

¢ involvement of EIP-AGRI OGs

Eligibility criterial

tarmers / famers’ groups
& assoaatinny

cioen
i il

ot vl Biimcureeny
Dowinesses

B groups
A associabions

finhers / tehers' rugpe
& assooalivne
oGt producars R



https://horizoneuropencpportal.eu/academy/online-training-applicants-how-apply-multi-actor-approach-cluster-6-proposals-presentations
https://premiere-multiactor.eu/academy/maa-q-and-a/
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v Applicants should consider
the JRC's potentiol Applicants are encouraged to consider, where relevant. their possible contribution to Joint

. g Research Centre (JRC) relevamt platforms for capitahizing on the knowledge developed in
contribution based on the

their projects, and becoming more policy relevant, contnbuting in terms of data. indicators

topic text and knowledge **. For instance, they could make reference to; the European Platform on Life
Cycle Assessment (LCA) and to the Envirommental footprint method when applving LCA: the

v After propo SQ[ Selectlon, Raw Matenals Information System; the European Soil Observatory; the Integrated Natural
discussions will define JRC's Capital Accounting platform: the EC Knowledge Centre for Biodiversity: the EC Knowledge

. . . Centre for Global Food and Nutntion Secunty, the EC Knowledge Centre for Bioeconomy,
participation terms ' :

the Africa Knowledge Platform; the EC Knowledge Centre on Earth Observaton: Innovation
mn the Built Environment (iBUILT +) and’or the EU Forests Observatory.

v If agreed, the JRC may join the
grant agreement as a
beneficiary or an associated JRC funds its activities in

partner (requesting zero collaborative projects with consortia
funding) from its own budget
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International Cooperation

CL6 is normally the cluster with the most topics explicitly marked for international participation
(42% of topics in 2025). However, participation does not mean that international partners are

also eligible for funding.
g 9 List of Participating Countries

Jﬁ e > X0 ; ‘ International Cooperation: Co-funding mechanism (CFM)

r\@?
' @ oa

In the 2025 WP, depending on the topic,
encouragement to collaborate with:

(Flagging of call topics specifically relevant for internationaﬁ « CN (under the EU-CN FAB flagship
cooperation in the work programmes, e.g. in initiative); US, JP, KR, IN (Biotech &
« Strategic thematic areas (topics) Manufaturing Initiative);
« LA & Caribbean countries;

* Geographical areas (countries/region’s)

- BR;

* Multilateral Iinitiatives - Africa/target actions

\ * Collaboration with key partners )



https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_horizon-euratom_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/complementary-funding-mechanisms-in-third-countries_he_en.pdf
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What does this mean?

Applicants have more flexibility to define their own
research questions or approaches.

They must align with the overall objectives and
expected impacts of the call.

AIM: be disruptive / innovative / use that research
you haven't seen in topics thus far

A in F2F (TRL 6-7) & CIRCBIO (TRL 6-8); two-stage
evaluation

Open topics

A novelty that comes
straight from the TOP

Example of what not to do:

Don'’t resubmit proposals from previous topics - this
isn't the aim

Take care your proposal isn't covered by other
topics



Two-Stage & Blind Evaluation

WP General Annexes

Bling Evaluatio

N:only for the

1st
2-stage ca|)

Stage of 5

Part A Tips
No need to hide information! - Applicants cannot mention publications as theirs, but they can

The IT system will automatically hide consortium details from mention thgm from a neutral point of view . )
evaluators The consortium structure cannot be mentioned in the first stage

application
Part B - You can mention country of demonstration pilots / type of farms
It is up to the applicant to hide personal information in the first- / climate regions

stage application.

If any information is found, the proposal is inadmissible.
Evaluated on a case-by-case basis.

Mention of country of the applicant does not necessarily mean
that a proposal will be deemed inadmissible

Blacked out names and information are not preferred but
accepted.

Example of what not to do:
we will follow the methodology described by project partner
(Dalin et.al.)”
The consortium includes the larges producer in Spain
Most consortium members were involved in project
Horizontest2020


https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2025/wp-14-general-annexes_horizon-2025_en.pdf
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Subscribe to our Newsletter

Follow us on social media and
Bookmark www.CARE4BIO.eu

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not
necessarily reflect those of the European Union or the European Commission. Neither the European Union nor the
granting authority can be held responsible for them.


https://geform.tc.cz/CARE4BIO_project
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