
Join positon of he European Sea Pors Organisaton (ESPO) and

he Federaton of European Privae Por Companies and Terminals (FEPORT)

on he proposed amendmens o he Waer Framework Directve (WFD) and

Environmenal Qualiy Sandards Directve (EQSD)

The European Sea Ports Organisation and the Federation of European Private Port Companies and

Terminals (FEPORT) welcome the revision of theWater Framework Directive (WFD) and Environmental

Quality Standards Directive (EQSD).

Waer is o vial imporance o European pors, no only or operaonal purposes where pors depend

on waer or accessibiliy bu also or he por communiy and sakeholders. Indusries rely on clean

waer or advanced echnical processes, and communies in and around pors depend on a healhy

environmen o work and live in. European pors have long demonsraed leadership in managing

sedimen and waer qualiy, reecng years o dedicaed eors o improve waer qualiy.

The quality of water is a critical issue for European ports, impacting both operational needs and

ecosystems. While ports have made significant efforts to improve water and sediment quality,

achieving the WFD objectives by the end of 2027 is unattainable without robust transboundary

cooperation and significant progress on the Programmes of Measures (Articles 4 & 11 of the WFD).

Seapors are ofen locaed a he downsream end o European river basins, where hey accumulae

sedimens and conaminans carried rom across he enre basin. Consequenly, waer qualiy in

seapors is heavily inuenced by upsream inpus and can only improve hrough eectve source

conrol beyond he direc scope o seapors.

The acual ramework condions on many waerways are exremely dicul and ofen require

echnically complex (individual) soluons. The planning and approval processes on large bodies o

waer wih he diverse overlapping concerns and usage requiremens are complex and lenghy. The

curren wording in he WFD regarding posponemen beyond 2027 "due o naural condions" needs

o be more precise and praccal.

Europe's waers connue o be impaced by chemicals, predominanly by amospheric polluon,

diuse polluon rom e.g. agriculure and poin sources such as rom wasewaer discharges, and

leakage rom indusrial waselands or (hisorical) mining. Indusrial acors wihin pors are also in

charge o improving heir discharges. Furhermore, pors are conroned wih ubiquious subsances,

including PFAS. In 2021, only 37% o Europe's surace waer bodies achieved a good chemical saus1.

Wihou signican improvemens in upsream waer qualiy, por waers and sedimens canno mee

WFD objecves or naonal qualiy crieria.

In its revision of the WFD and EQSD, the European Commission has proposed introducing stricter

environmental quality standards (EQS) for pollutants and adding new substances such as PFAS as

one step towards the zero-pollution targets of the European Green Deal. In principle, we welcome and

1 Europe's sae of waer 2024 – The need for improved waer resilience, EEA Repor 07/2024, European
Environmen Agency, Denmark – accessible here
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support the Zero Pollution Strategy, as a means o proec human healh and biodiversiy and reduce

upsream polluon inpus ino seapors.

However, European ports have several concerns regarding the proposed amendments.

As menoned above, seapors, siuaed a he downsream end o river basins, accumulae polluans

in sedimens and waers rom upsream. Seapors have (mainly) limied conrol over conaminaon

levels impacng waer and sedimen qualiy.

Moreover, dredging is essental for mainaining navigabiliy and infrasrucure developmen. Sricer

EQS may complicae licensing procedures, hindering hese acvies.

Persisen polluans like ribuyln (TBT), despie already being phased ou, remain in sedimens.

Proposed EQS are ofen unatainable wihinWFD deadlines. Ubiquious subsances like PFAS challenge

compliance due o heir widespread presence and incomplee undersanding o heir disribuon.

Achieving EQS or legacy conaminans in sedimens may necessiae signican invesmens in

disposal and reamen facilites, which could impose subsanal nancial burdens on pors. Removing

large volumes o sedimen rom he naural aquac sysem raher han relocang his sedimenwihin

he sysem, may also compromise aquac habias, poenally undermining he WFD ecological

objecves. Addionally, dealing wih ubiquious subsances has noably increased he coss o

inrasrucure projecs, including expenses relaed o he puricaon o groundwaer.

Following he 2008 ban on ribuyln on all ships and oshore insallaons, mean concenraons in

sedimen in he souhern Norh Sea have decreased measurably and are very low or undeecable

elsewhere2. TBT levels in sedimens will connue o decrease in he uure due o he relavely shor

hal-lie o TBT.

Therefore, ESPO and FEPORT ask he co-legislaors o ake ino accoun he following

recommendatons:

₋ A balanced approach o polluon conrol or he enrey o he river basin is essenal. The

unique challenges aced by pors, such as he relocaon o exisng conaminaon hrough

acvies such as dredging and he managemen o drainage waer, mus be acknowledged.

₋ Operaons addressing legacy polluans should be excluded rom he non-deerioraon

principle.

₋ Praccal environmenal qualiy sandards or ubiquious subsances should be inroduced,

considering echnological limis and naural remediaon processes. Gaps in measuremen

echniques or reliable compliance assessmens mus be addressed.

₋ Transboundary cooperaon mus be srenghened by enhancing collaboraon wihin

Inernaonal River Commissions o ackle upsream polluon sources. The curren ‘shif o

responsibiliy’ rom original polluers o pors mus be prevened, and source-based

monioring and remediaon should be priorised over end-o-pipe soluons.

₋ Mechanisms o rearm he ‘polluer pays principle’ mus be esablished, o avoid such undue

burdens on pors.

₋ Susainable por growh should be suppored by aciliang inrasrucure developmen or he

energy ransion and TEN-T nework expansion while meeng environmenal goals.

Finally, we welcome he Council’s proposed amendmens o Arcle 4(7) of the Directive amending he

WFD. The relocaon o polluon (e.g. rom groundwaer o surace waer) or he relocaon o

sedimen, bohwihou adding polluon, should no be considered as deerioraon in accordance wih

2 Saus and Trends of Organon in Sedimens in he Souhern Norh Sea (ospar.org)
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he WFD. We ully suppor he Council’s posion in his regard. As a resul, he mainenance o

waerways mus be guaraneed.

In conclusion, European port actors are committed to achieving the objectives of the WFD and have

already demonstrated leadership in managing sediment and water quality. However, meeting these

goals requires pragmatic policies that balance environmental protection with operational feasibility.

ESPO and FEPORT urge policymakers to consider the recommendations outlined in this position paper

to ensure a sustainable future for European ports.

--------------------------------------------

The European Sea Pors Organisaon (ESPO) represens he por auhories, por
associaons and por adminisraons of he seapors of 22 Member Saes of he European
Union including Norway a polical level. ESPO has also observer members in Albania,
Iceland, Israel, Monenegro, Ukraine and he Unied Kingdom. ESPO is he principal
inerface beween he European seapor auhories and he European insuons. In
addion o represenng he ineress of European pors, ESPO is a knowledge nework
which brings ogeher professionals from he por secor and naonal por organisaons.
ESPO was creaed in 1993.

FEPORT represens he ineress of 2,290 privae seapor companies and operaors who
perform cargo handling and logiscs relaed acvies in he seapors of he European
Union, Norway and Turkey. FEPORT members employ around 400,000 por workers and
have invesed in he las en years over EUR 70 billion o enhance he atracveness and
compeveness of European seapors.


